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Mama1s Brown Thumb 
Bv: M ALLORY G UNTHER 
Mama's never been a green thumb kind of gal, 
spent two weeks nurturing a tulip bud 
already gone brown, in case the tiny sprout 
took a second chance at blooming. 
Daddy never admired Mama's killer nature, 
so we never had a garden, or a big tree, 
or a bush in the front yard, to hide 
from the neighbors during hide-and-go-
seek. Daddy was the best at that game, 
he sought younger Lilies, prettier Heathers, 
skinnier Gingers, smarter Roses. Your mama-
that woman could kill a cactus and wouldn't know 
for three years. And he was right, 
Mama kept watering that brown prickly 
marriage until the soil dried out, 
and Daddy packed up, not even leaving dust. 
So Mama bought new soil, and watered 
her new seeds with salt water. Mama's 
never been a green thumb kind of gal, 
'cause her hands don't leave the garden long 
enough to tell. Like the stains in the knees 
of her jeans, Mama wears her brown thumb 
proud. My first kill was a watermelon. Crying, 
I showed Mama, asking her what I did 
Wrong. Baby, she said, 
Sometimes, you just need better soil. 
Manet* 
Bv: M ALLORY G UNTHER 
Un. 
Olympia lounges, 
nakedly, 
heels caked in dirt, her porcelain 
figure framed by her black nurse. 
She stares into you. 
You try to focus instead 
on the pink petals in her hair 
or the ribbon tied loosely 
around her neck. 
She invites you in. 
Don't forget to pay. 
Deux. 
At A Luncheon on the Grass, 
her slip is shed shamelessly 
and corset ribbons ripped 
in misplaced modesty. 
Stark she sits, casually gazing 
past her fully-clothed 
companions, and back 
at you. 
She is no Venus. 
What she lacks in 
costume, she makes up for 
in notoriety. 
Your eyes search for a 
detailed tree, a stronger gaze 
a guiltless focus. 
There is none. 
Her eyes find you again. 
*Edward Ma net, in reference to his paintings, Olympia and A Luncheon on the Grass 
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